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GOP SENATE PANEL 


Gardner 


at wheel 
of fund 
machine 


At 43, Coloradan is 
youngest lawmaker 
in years on hot seat 


By Mark K. Matthews 
The Denver Post 


At age 43, U.S. Sen. Cory Gard- 
ner of Colorado is the youngest 
lawmaker in a generation to lead 
the national fundraising machine 
dedicated to expanding Republi- 
can ranks in the Senate. 

Not so long ago, it was the kind 
of job an ambitious politician 
could use as a steppingstone to 
something more — and, in Gard- 
ner’s case, it still could. 

But things are looking rough 
right now. 

The National Republican Sena- 
torial Committee has seen a recent 
plunge in fundraising, driven by 
what many donors see as the par- 
ty’s stymied agenda in Congress. 

Potentially more troublesome is 
the civil war between party leaders 
and Republicans aligned with for- 
mer White House adviser Steve 
Bannon. This rift has already 
drawn the committee into an Ala- 
bama primary election in which it 
first backed the unsuccessful es- 
tablishment candidate and later 
the far-right insurgent — and 
eventual nominee — Roy Moore. 
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COMCAST WORKS 
ON REPUTATION ON 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 


Anew center in Fort Collins is 
one of several opened by 
Comcast to address its attempt 
to fix the cable and internet 
provider’s subpar reputation. 
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LIFE & CULTURE 


TIME AGAIN FOR 
“THE NUTCRACKER” 


The Christmas ballet with 
legions of children bounds onto 
stages across the metro area. » 1E 


Action Center in Denver are 
filled with used syringes. 
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PUSH FOR HEROIN INJECTION SITE IN DENVER 


= . Supervised use 
‘ has supporters 


Containers at Harm Reduction City on path to be among the first in U.S. to open one 
but would need local, state and possibly federal help 
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Colorado heroin-related 


overdose deaths 


Heroin deaths have increased by 
more than 500 percent since 2006. 
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The Denver Post 


How Colorado leaders are 
fighting the opioid epidemic 


By John Frank The Denver Post 


The nation’s drug epidemic kills 
someone in Colorado about every 9 
hours and 36 minutes, a fact that 
rings like a siren for state leaders 
who are combating the leading driv- 
er: prescription and illicit opioids. 

A bipartisan panel of lawmakers 
last week supported a package of 
six wide-ranging bills designed to 


prevent and treat the state’s drug 
overdose crisis, building on five 
years of work from Gov. John Hick- 
enlooper’s administration to iden- 

tify holes in the current system. 
The approach — which, accord- 
ing to experts, puts Colorado in 
the top tier among states nation- 
wide for its response — has been 
boosted by a $35 million infusion 
EPIDEMIC » 21A 


Harm Reduction Action Center executive director Lisa Raville stands at the desk where heroin users come to exchange used 
syringes for new ones. The center also provides naloxone, the antidote to an opioid overdose. Photos by Andy Cross, The Denver Post 


By Jennifer Brown and Jon Murray 
The Denver Post 


n semi-private booths, each with a chair 

and a mirror, Denver heroin users could 

shoot up with clean needles, no threat of 

arrest and under the supervision of staff 
trained to jump in with a life-saving antidote in 
case of overdose. 

It would look more like a medical clinic than 
a party lounge, with floors and furniture that 
workers could hose down in the event of vomit 
or blood spills. Staffers would hand out sterile 
needles and possibly distilled water, but clients 
would bring their own drugs to cook and inject. 

It’s called a supervised injection site, and Den- 
ver is on a path to be among the first U.S. cities 
to open one — although doing so would require 
action by the City Council, the state legislature 
and possibly the federal government. 

Seattle and San Francisco, ahead of Denver 
in planning, are attempting to open the first 
sites in this country, although there are more 
than 100 around the world. 

Cities in Canada, Australia and Europe with 
supervised injection sites have seen fewer 
overdose deaths, reduced public drug use and 
decreased dropped syringes. A review of 75 
studies found the sites were not linked to in- 
creased drug use or crime. 
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Breathing Science is Life: 


Our research and innovative treatments help people 
with breathing problems get back to breathing easy. 
Learn more at njhealth.org/usnews. 
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